[Quality of life and chemotherapy in terminal stage of gastrointestinal cancers].
A patient in the terminal stage of gastrointestinal cancer is continuously worried by physical and psychological suffering, and asks for treatment to alleviate pain. We have conducted an assessment of the quality of life (QOL) in the terminal stage of cancer, and found a deterioration in active factor and total score of QOL 3 months before death. We have provided active chemotherapy in the terminal stage with the informed consent of the patient. The therapy has aimed at relieving suffering, prolonging survival and maintaining QOL.